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Who do you think you are? Zika Zine Part 1

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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Hi. I’m Hester 
and I’m a    
mosquito.

I’m wanda and 
I’m a mosquito.

I’m also a 
mosquito.

I am, t�, a 
mosquito.

You’re not mosquitoes! 
I’m a mosquito!

So am I!

L�k, Hester! 
I found your 
baby b�k!

I used to l�k 
so di�erent.

You l�ked 
just like me!

She used 
to be so 

cute!
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How to be a 
MOSQUITO

This totally Bites Zika Zine Part 2

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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S� the large 
person in dark 

clothing?

What’s that 
ho�ible 
sme�?

Oh no! That guy has D�T. 
Let’s get out of here!

oh, yes!

I’m drawn 
to him.

I can give you 
some pointers!

Congratulations on 
becoming an adult, Wanda!

Thanks, Hester. 
I like being an adult, 
but I’m not sure How 
to ch�se someone 

to bite.

That kid sme�s 
nice. she would be 

great to bite. 

yes, but L�k at that 
person sl�ping!

I bet his 
bl�d is 

tasty!

SPLAT!

That’s mosquito ne�ing. 
You can’t get through. 
Didn’t you read that in 

the handb�k?

insect
repellant
with DEET

the mosquito handbook

smelly 
socks

fidgeting 
makes 
CO2 
and 
lactic 
acid 
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YOU A
RE 

INVI
TED

!

WHAT:
 dinne

r! 

WHO: M
auri

ce &
 Wand

a

WHER
E: th

e m
eado

w

WHEN:
 tod

ay!

What’s for Dinner? Zika Zine Part 3

©
 2

01
9 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 C

or
po

ra
tio

n 
fo

r 
A

tm
os

ph
er

ic
 R

es
ea

rc
h 

A
ll 

Ri
gh

ts
 R

es
er

ve
d

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes

What’s a� 
this stu� on 

my leg?

It’s po�en. Bring it 
to another flower.

L�k at a� 
the flowers fu� 

of nectar!

I’m not hungry anymore, but 
I’m craving something else...

This nectar 
is yu�y!

delicious!

Thanks for 
inviting me to 

di�er!

mmmmm! Tasty!

Oh, right. 

You also n�d 
bl�d for your 

e�s. Nectar won’t 
be enough.
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maurice the astronaut Zika Zine Part 4

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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What are 
you wearing, 

Maurice?

No!

I want to be the 
first mosquito in the 
astronaut program. 

Haven’t you 
heard, hester? 

NASA is interested 
in mosquitoes 

like us! 

Actua�y, NASA is interested
in the warm, moist places where 

mosquitoes like to live.

I’m afraid not, 
Maurice. So�y to 

disa�oint you.

There’s no mosquito 
space program?

So, I’� never be 
an astronaut?

warm, 
moist 
places 
where 
mosquitoes 
like to live

warm, 
moist 
places 
where 
mosquitoes 
like to live

Oh we�. 
At least they care about 
the places where we live!
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WHAT’S SHE DOING?
Zika Zine Part 5
Hester & Maurice observe a citizen scientist 

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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Who is 
she?

my e�s are 
in that tire!

she’s taking 
a picture.

where 
are we?

is someone 
going to eat us?

we’re on 
a plate!

a��!!!!

She’s a 
citizen scientist!

What’s she doing 
with that thing?

Citizen scientist: a person who volunteers with 
science research – for example by making and 
recording observations

where 
are we?

the larvae that were sucked up find themselves on a white plate.

larvae

water in 
the tire

mosquito 
eggs

AND THEN...
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It’s time to identify the 
mosquitoes and figure out 

whether they’re a species that 
ca�ies diseases like zika. 

and then it’s time to Take Images 
before uploading the data to 

globe observer.

what ha�ens next? find out 
in part 6 of the zika zine.

smile,
everyone!

i think i 
blinked.ch���e!

1

2

3
4

5

6 7

8

9

10

11

12 13

14
15

16
17

I think she’s 
counting us.

You
know 

how to
count?

DRAT! 
She t�k the 

tire away!

Where are you 
going to lay your 

e�s now?

thorax

abdomen

Aedes mosquito larva
head

siphon

saddle

anal 
brush

pectin

comb 
scales

The citizen scientist 
has a macrolens on 
her phone, which 
lets her s� 
larvae up 
close.

I f�l 

huge!

You’re 
magnified.

Zika Zine Part 5, continued...
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don’t they like us? Zika Zine Part 6

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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Phew! That was 
close. Humans 
don’t s�m to 

like us.

Yikes!

But they must 
like us...

I’ve heard them 
swear when you 

ladies bite.

If they give us 
places to live, 

then why do they 
try to slap me?

How rustic.

They create great places for us to live, 
like a� these containers fu� of water.

places where Aedes 
mosquitoes lay eggs
places where Aedes 
mosquitoes lay eggs

We didn’t 
always have 
containers. 

Our ancestors 
used to live in 

holes in
tr�s.

slap!
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Wanda meets Zika Zika Zine Part 7

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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And now 
I can spread 

to other 
people you 

bite.

HI WANDA. 
I’M ZIKA VIRUS.

GET OUT! 
I’M BI�ER THAN YOU 
AND I SAY, GET OUT 

OF ME NOW!
No! 

I’m not ge�ing 
out. I may be li�le 
but I’m powerful. 

People live in fear 
of me because I 
make them sick. 

AH! GRO�!

It’s not 
just Wanda. 

Many Aedes 
mosquitoes 
have Zika
inside them. 

Remember that 
person you bit 

last night? I was 
in that guy’s 

bl�d and now 
I’m in you. 

I f�l
so used.

when IT’S STORMY, there are more places for mosquito e�s. With more 
mosquitoes, Zika can spread faster and make more people sick.

~
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what’s your pathogen? Zika Zine Part 8

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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I WISH YOU WOULD 
GO AWAY, ZIKA.

YOU HAVE A 
VIRUS, T�?

DOES YOUR 
Plasmodium MAKE 

PEOPLE SICK?

THE ZIKA 
IN ME MAKES 
PEOPLE SICK 
WHEN I BITE 
THEM, T�.

THIS IS HO�IBLE. IS THERE 
ANY WAY TO STOP THEM?

YES, it 
gives them 

malaria. I F�L 
BAD ABOUT THAT, 

BUT I N�D 
BL�D FOR 
MY E�S.

NO, I have A PARASITE, 
NOT A VIRUS.

HI! I’M AN ANOPHELES 
MOSQUITO.

HI! I’M
Plasmodium

ZIKA 
VIRUS

Plasmodium 
PARASITE

NOPE! I 
WON’T.

A PARASITE IS A SINGLE CE�ED LIVING THING. 
ZIKA IS A VIRUS, SO IT CAN’T EXIST ON ITS OWN.

MALARIA SYMPTOMS

FEVER
CHI�S
SWEATS

HEADACHE
NAUSEA

VOMITING
ACHES AND PAINS

ZIKA SYMPTOMS

FEVER
RASH

HEADACHE
JOINT PAIN
RED EYES

ACHES AND PAINS
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IT WASN’T US! Zika Zine Part 9

Created by L.S. Gardiner. Learn more: globe.gov/mosquitoes
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Wanda, L�k! 
They are taking 
the containers 

away!

Oh no! We n�d 
those for our 

e�s and larvae!

But we are 
important. 

Even NASA thinks 
we are!

Is that why 
you’re wearing your 
spacesuit, Maurice?

Why are they 
doing this, 

Wanda?

Who said that?

I think I 
know why.

Don’t 
te� 
them! Hi! 

It’s me, 
Zika.

It 
couldn’t 

hurt!

I think 
it’s very 
polite.

The Zika inside 
us is making 
people sick.

That’s not 
our fault!

I’� write them a 
le�er explaining 

everything.

I don’t think 
that’s going to 
work, Hester.

It’s 
comfy!
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The fictional mosquitoes in the Zika Zine do the 
same sorts of things as real Aedes 
mosquitoes, which ca�y zika virus. 

Read the Zine, learn how Aedes mosquitoes live, 
and you’� understand how to reduce the number 
of places where mosquitoes can survive.

You’� also find out how citizen scientists are 
helping NASA by documenting mosquito habitats 
with GLOBE Observer.

Learn more about GLOBE Observer: 
observer.globe.gov

The Zika Zine is an outreach e�ort of the 
GLOBE Zika Education and Prevention Project, 
an initiative of the GLOBE Implementation O�ice 
in partnership with the US Department of State.
 
Find out more: globe.gov/mosquitoes

The Zika Zine is fr�ly available
in ten languages from the website of 
the UCAR Center for Science Education. 

Download the zine: scied.ucar.edu/zikazine
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